Free Download

PATCHED Laura.Jones.and.the.Secret.legacy.of .Nikola.Tesla.vl.0-TE

1/6


http://bit.ly/2VPBRxI
http://bit.ly/2VPBRxI

—THE

WEEKLY ADVERTISER

Vol. 21 No. 6

A FREE PUBLICATION FROJ

QLR LOCAL RADIO STATIONS 3WM AND MIXXFM

Wednesday, August 8, 2018

KING OF THE KIDS: Horsham basketballer Mitch Creek, who has signed with American NBA team Brooklyn Nets, caught up with students in Horsham during a visit back home. He
is pictured being happily mobbed by youngsters from Horsham Primary School, the school he attended many years ago. Story, page 13.
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Still life 1in mine

BY SARAH SCULLY
orthern Grampians  Shire
leaders are celebrating sig-

nificant progress at Stawell Gold
Mine set to create jobs, boost the
region’s economy and potentially
cement the historic mining town
on the international map.

Mayor Tony Driscoll said he was
thrilled to see a mine refurbishment
project start to pay dividends after a
multuous few years, which included
the suspension of underground mining
in December 2016.

*We don’t want to dwell on the past
wo much but 150 jobs were guillo-
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tined by the previous owners, which
was obviously devastating for the St-
awell community,” he said.

“Since Arete Capital Partners ac-
quired a 100 percent controlling in-
terest in Stawell Gold Mine at the
end of last year, things have started
to look up.

*“The new company 1s very proactive
and is already putting money into
the site, doing up amenities blocks
and completing maintenance that was
necessary after the site was left alone
for a while.

“Employment has increased and fur-
ther potential for an increase in jobs
is fantastic.

Read it online: www.theweeklyadvertiser.com.au

“Where there is life, there is hope
and this 1s wonderful for our region.”

Mine general manager Troy Cole
said company leaders were confident
of returning to mining operations fol-
lowing a successful exploration period.
*“After exploration over the past seven
months we’re looking to start the next
stage of the mine’s redevelopment,”
he said.

“Recruiting further staff will be the
next step and then we're looking to
commence our OFEIGIIGI'\S again next
vear.”

The Stawell mine employed between
10 and 15 people during a ‘care and
maintenance phase” following the sus-

pension of underground operations.
Mr Cole said the mine had a current
workforce of 64, including Stawell
Gold Mine staff and diamond drilling
contractors,

“We've been slowly building up our
workforce throughout the vear while
doing refurbishment work on our in-
frastructure,”™ he said.

“We've just got to the stage where
we've made the decision to push
ahead on improving our mills and
mine fleets.”

Mr Cole said mine leaders would
look to employ between 100 and 120
staff by the end of the vear.

“If all goes well, we would like 1o
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increase that workforce to 140 to 150
by the middle of next year,” he said.

“The recruitment process will be a
big job and an exciting one.

“I've been through the rollercoaster
of activities with different owners. At
some times you get investment, some-
times you don’t. It’s the nature of the
industry.™

Mr Cole said investment of more
than $30-million would be pumped
into the mine’s next start-up phase in
the next 12 months,

“It 15 not a small investment and we
will look to further significant invest-
menits after that,” he said.
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